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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 


Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Arlington, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 


RECEIVED 

APR 1 0 2003 

TECHNOLOGY CENTER R3700 


Plejise enter the Preliminary Amendment which follows hereinafter prior to. the initial 
examination of the present application. 

IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend claims 5, 9, 13, 19 and 24 as indicated below, cancel claims 25 to 33 
without prejudice or disclaimer, and add new claims 34 to 65 to read as follows: 



1. 


across a tube 
comprising; 


riginal) A heat sealing and cutting mechanism to fomi a heat seal and a cut 
of flV^ible packaging material, saiid heat sealing and cutting mechanism 


a carrier to contact said tube; 

a pair of cJosely spaced heat sealing bands on said carrier, said heat sealing 

bands being energizable tovform closely spaced heat seals across said tube when said carrier is 

in contact with said tube ana\^aid heat sealing bands are energized, said heat sealing bands 

being configured to define tenroerature gradients therealong; and 

a cutting element cm said carrier and disposed between said heat sealing bands, 

said cutting element being energizatjle to cut said tube when said carrier is in contact with 

said tube. 
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